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Antonin WEa.

In the revohitionary year 1843 the Czech natton was given 2 constifuticn. It was
wielcomed by the people with sreat excitement  The nation experienced 2 faste of feadow,
heowever, 1t was a pity that such fresdom, so lons-aweited, did not 1ast long, :mee already in
1851 it was completely retracted. In their veamirg for freedom many people in my bisthplace
Chocett wemted to meove to free America. Small groups of people were gathering in the house of
my father to offer sach other adwice Wiy father ordered the "Declaration of Independanca of the
United Siates™ in German s well as the Constitotion, which be would read to them, and several
of them then departed to the promised America at the first occasion. Those were the families,
Bared, Houdek, ¥utina ard cthers. iy father obtzined pazsports, ship pessage, =, for them

These immizrants aometime: wiote about how biz the famms in America were and how
blizsfully they lived there  Buf in reality thaze peopls did not kmow very emach aboat Amenca

The letters, bowever, were attractive and they bared over there other immizrants, amoag
nhnmnlahnhﬂmmuim,ﬂ:ebmmﬂu a lmoom Chicazo watchmaker, Vaclay Wisawnko
came ahout 15 vears [ater, and :eftled im Chicago ot 15th Street. My father also got 2 passpart
for this yeuns man and stronshy approved of bis usdaraking, since he kad a fesling that such 2
pifted and especially able youns man would find hiz bappmess in America When he was sying



farewell to hir, be wished him the very best md 2 happy voyage acros: the ccean. That was
meore or leas i the vear 1834,

Dhming that timee the mumigrants were fraveling on woedan sailmg ships and offen in
Ereat stomms, they were driven back by the adverss winds, or m different directions and
spmetimes their jourmey would take up to 3 months. The same fite was also encountered by our
friend Antorin Wigz wio heroically attempeed the unpleasant joumey during which, howevar, he
began to consider whether the ship could not be altered somehow 2o that it weuld be pozhed
forward even by m adverse wind He promsized that when e wneld be 2ettled in America he
would ke an interest in the realization of this project

Wher, fimally, after a bong joumey they stepped out onto the Arnerican shares bs took a step aota
the sroumd of freedom with 2 jovfol heart. Ee was filled with indezcribable yearmming to reach hiz
goaly for thoze beamtiful and boundless famms about which ke had read af home. Haing reached
Facime ke sent word to Czlsdesia to the farm of his former pedbbor Bures thet ke choald coms

and meet him. I responsa to the message two sors came to pick his ap, not with 2 coach a3 he
empected, bat in a humber jack cart that was palbed by twvo homed ogen

After toro howms of niding zlonz an impasszhle peth throoshk 2n old zrowth forest they
armived in fromt of a small log cabin that had one room and one kitchen. At that point, youung
Apsopar’s heart probably fell fto hi: shees. Vitherever he looked he sow pothins sxcept for
trees, ires stumps 2nd clowd:. It took hiz breath aney. 5o thi: i the famous famn of 80 aoes?
Meverthale:z, ke did not kave an opportunity to think amy fiurther, The whele f2mily came out to
welcome ki, epibracing kirn happily, and the old lady Buresovz kizsed him with indescribable
happires: to be remmited with a former Chocet neighbor. OF coarze be had 1o step inside, where
there was already a rich mbls prepared.

Dhming the happy conversation, our guest forgot his earlier surprize. He was now
welcome n a memy compeeny and it was indicated to him that he coald stzy 23 bz 23 he might
wizh TWhat al=s could ke do7 Hea therefore accepted their hospitality tepaporarily, and took up
thez work with the others; and very shorly he leareed how to &l trees and prepars fislds.

Hes cosnparny was pleasant and was copnpozed of parents, thres sons and cne daoghter

The only decoration i the lut nas :evemal handzun: that were hanging on the walls. The
orzw] space under the roof was accessible throuph an opening m the ceiling to which was affizsd
aladder. Eezide the latter was Christ's pichare under which the old Bures would pray o hi:
kmee= About 50 steps beyond the atchen there was a small shack for cattle and heside it, there
was 2 small haystack.

The deer husting hers was very easy. Whes, n the winter, 2 lot of snow f2ll and the deer
dd pot have pasture, they came to the haystack and the old Bures woald zhoot them from the
window. There wa: always an abmdant supoly ofmeat. During the sormser, 2guimels were
skt 2nd thers was an sbundance of themn, 2nd becmuse Bured wes a practical t2emer be nzed 21l
the palt: for winter clothing, 3o that doring the wirnter the boys looked like Fobinzon Crusoe.



Af thiat time there was no Czech reading mzterial in America. They did not know
Erglish, 20 they keew very litthe 2bout America. Caledonia and Facine were their America
Their krowisdee did not reach any forther, this @2 eviderced try the fact that when moy father was
preparing them for the joumey to America a certain M Masanek from Caledonia wrote to kin
to have thens bring with them zloe nails and other smaller thinz: becanze they supposadhy could
nit ke bowsht in America

However, let us retum to o Antopm Wigz whe 2ot caught at the Bured's and nas
industricushy advamcing m farmies knewlsdge. However, besides the sharp age thare was
mmother attraction for bir—ihe bexatiful eve: of the shapely Wammica Bureiona with whowm he
fill very pmech in love and try whoem bis love was retumed  After 2 longer time they expressed
thedr reciprocal true love to the parents and they asked for their parmission to get marmied
Homvever, that was like 2 fire on the roof. 0ld Bumss got wary amgEry amd roneins thooushout the
rooin be vas constanthy screaming: “Mo, no. The good kord woudd have to punish me for thes 1
permitted vy child to marry zach a godies: peraon who pever sete ot bis keees to pray. That
woald be a sin calling up to the keavens!™ All the bageing of the yoms people was ik vain and
the ald Bured wmdd not budge.

The lowring coaple hiad a kerd mizsion to sy peodbye forever. Their heartz, fall of love,
were cushied. Their zoodbves were kard and Wisz fially left dizappointed and nobody keew
vilvere be had zone

Shorily before the civil war in the year 1361, my father, who was living in 5t. Loz,
learned that 3 perzom meened Wisa was livieg in the Genman subur on the north side of the tonm
Wby father eamted to mzice sure that it was our Chooss fiend. We set off for a reconszizzanca
jouarney to the subur and then we were shown the bouss in which the “bachelor™ Wisa was
livimg. Itwwas a preat and pleasant soprise for woy father to find 2 friend for whoe five years aza
he bad requested a paszpert for America, and to whoe he had wizhad good huck at the raiload
station. Ha took us o 2 great room that resembled 2 amall mozewm Beveral well-done edl
paistmes made by hiz boosh wers hansing on the walls. Al around thers wers stamds with
sraffad birds amd arimals; above the deor was 2 big deer bead with wids antlzrs and similar
decorations. In the middle thers stopd 2 great t2ble and oo it was an uwnfinished big mods] of an
oceam ship, which bhe hoped to mprove. Dizarmdhile pry father spoke to kim and T exanimed
thoze things that ivtersstad me very much. The Sesdly conversation of my father with Wiia
toak 2 longz timse; bawvever, 2t the end we had to set off on the retom joumey back home, which
tonk several bours By father pave him hiz address and invited him fo visit us 2ometims He
proaized, tuf for a bonz timse we waited for him myvain

Shortly after, tha Civil War enypted and President Lincoln called wp 75, 000 vobmbeers
iete ammed service for § mowtks, since be thought that the war wmdd be fimdzhed within that
peried. The war, however, lasted 5 years.

Az 3 consequence of the ozl panic that had already lasted a considerabls fime, the vast
amaonmt of aneriployed people saffered hunper—{2t that time there were oo halpdial
azzoriations—and therefore yoms peaple in mza: wers jommg the Army so that they couald at
leazt zarisfy thedr stomachs.



Grepemal Tolm C. Fremont, who four vears before that was a presidential candidate of the
newly fomdad Bepublican Party, was pamed the commander of the Westem Fagion Amay of
vikich the state of MEzzoun was 2 part. With ki owm money bhe formed a cavalny under the tiile
“Freemonet’s Body Guards", and becanze thers were enough people, be chosa the tllsst, most
beautifully built men placed on tall beautifil lorze: 2nd be ardersd beaatifol body bupsing
uriformme for then That undt affered 2 beautiful view, one men resepibling another. They
dweﬂedmaﬂm]ldnu:r_h.miimﬁtmmpukﬁtmmtesumh&mpmdmemnn
ahout & blocks from our dwelling. At that time the tome was tesmme with ansry men
Onme dzny e were visited by 2 soldier in 2 dress unifom in whan we recugm:edmﬂul:rsuhﬂe
surprise our friend Amtonin Wisa, 2 member of “Freemont's Body Guzrds.™ — Tust then a zmall
dog lonking for food came into the company temt. When he was fad be became very fiendby amd
later bacame the fmmote of the whels compary with whach be want evenywhere. We will
mamtion later the robs he playved later on

DChuming thoze time: thers was oo raflmad transpectation m bissoor. The mils went acly
B0 miles to Faolla, hizsouri. The whole transportation of foodstuffs and amemmnition for the
soldiers was done by wagons dra by & nvales and it often happened that meidimes
revniutionzsy groaps would atack thess supply wagons, would ki off the uards and sfteal
everything. To stop that, Frenvont 2ent bz it to the middle of the stabe fo drive away the robber
prodaps. Owe day the wit recenved news that ahoat seven milss sowuth of it canap thers was 2
revniutionany Eroap that was prepaning to raid 5t Loois and attack the local weapons arsaeal.
Cher lrave youns men did not hesttate. They mowsted their enerzetic horses and they salloped to
the town. The wneven fight of meraly a imdred men against 2 regiment of rebels began. The
fight lasted abeat hzlf an hour and the rebels were dispersed. Chur boys collected their woumded
amd several dead people and retumed to their camp. They found out, howsver, that one of theirs
was still mizging. Then the little dog ran ir 2nd was barking fiercaly. When the des realized thas
they were paying attention fo him be r2n back to the forest and retuemed, comtinuing his barking:
“That doe iz trying to say omething, “they told themsebres, and zeveral of them mouwied their
horses and followed the dnﬂnptnmehmlueli The dog ran inte 2 thicket whers our friend
Wiga was hying, already half dead. They took him to the nezrest bospital and then it was fourd
thizt bve weas bt by seven rebed bullets. Two went thoowsh kiz bat. One took off the heel o hiz
bt amd four hit bis body. After the enamiration of the wounds the doctor :aid that thers was
hope that ke could =il recover bacanze bis nammondy tight coat had stopped the bloed flow thet
clotted under the oozt and stopped further flow—we read the pews about it in the English pepers
later om The wife of General Fremont took the liftle dog to 2 2old smith shop, Jacord Co, where
sby had made for hir a gold collar az a reward for kiz 2ood deed We did not leamn ther,
however, where they took Wiga, whether he was alive or dead.

Later, when his older brother Vacknr enigrated foe Eobemia to Chicago, where Jater be
had & watch shop on 13th Sivest, be wrots to 0z to 2=k nhether we knew amything about hiz
brother Astorin T wrote to king that the later kad joined the wer, and that we kad not szen him
!I.'ﬂ.EE'ItE[ﬁIEE.thLhﬂII'H‘D‘IJ]IiU‘_'.‘D:I find kien, if poazible (T did mot wemt to reveal the sad

11 v able to find e once az2im i bis formeer seftlement, tut he wes already a different
pﬂ!-:m,mrllnasnzmadnmhuuhtzathm The previpusy, beautifil, big strons man waz
paralyzed in his body and his spirit —He had ore leg pnich skorter tham the ether cns, and there



viere other marks of the crosl fight on his body,  Hiz eyes, bowever, still showed 2 quick
intellizence. He did nof ipvite me into his home. -’11'hnthappenaimhlstomeiombﬂ'ﬂre1he
war, and to his “puseam”, Tnever leamad)) Iin the vard where T met him he bad “2 paing shop™
T paimt carriages, which was kds emplovment at that time [ comveyed to his brother that I had
found Amfomin and what he was doing and thar, bowever, be did wot live in the best of
conditions. He himself did not mention his perronal life m a sirsle word, and I did not 25k
becauze I could read it from bis face.

T noticed that in the courtyard, thers was 2 littla boy playing, and T 2ot the feeling that it

waz probebly his offipring. The Litdle by was very frisky, probably like Antormn nzed to be
himnselfwhen he was Lile

Soretime Iater several countrymen fom Chicago cames io 5t Louis, and amaeg them
was 2lzo M Vaclay 7, Wik who was vearning o visit hiz vourger brother whoe ke had mot
eem since he :aid soodine [ast time at home at the mitroad station when that vivaciows youth
WS 20ME t0 Amenca fo sesk biz fortne. W took him to his brother. A nendy painted camiage
was standing o the coustyard. There were two men wio were circling and looking at it One of
thiesn was beantifilly drezsed and had 2 tall kat om his kead which at that time sveryvhody was
wearing, except for the working clas:. The second one Was earing an ouifit stained with colors
and 2 squashed hat on biz head. We remained standing on the =ide, and we were naiting for the
men to depart. Then Mr. Wida from Chicazo 2sked me- “Which ons amang them iz sy hrother,
the ane m the t2il bed?™ Chhnwtute:ﬁmmenmsmsqthztuﬂ:,mﬂmuﬂslhﬂm
sy Mo, its the szcond one.” It was 2 :ad surpnze.

When the owner of the carmiaze left, [ inroduced the toro brothers who fell mio each
other's embrace and both were weepins bitterly, The scene also made pry eves shed tears. We
stayed for about an hour and we asked him to come to visft us negt Thersday to make the

of zeveral guest: fom Chicage. When we were t2iing our leave, the older brother
said: “Antonin, if vou are poor tell me: T 2m in a position to help vou. Fust tell me and it will be

a pleazurs for me to help yow ™

The brother, however, funwed his bead awey and said: “Mo.” We both undarstood how
iy beart was rebelling with pam. We mever saw him again TWhen [ater T went to visit bim, [
wias todd by kiz wife, whe I had pot sesn befors, that he had dad jost a short time befors, and that
b herzelf wnedd fake her family to go to stay with her fiend: m the east.

How it all could bave tamed out differently, if relisious fanaticizm wosdd sot have tom
apart twe lovies hearts that couald have been hapgy m the world

When several vears ago the dmughters of Mr. T W, Wi, the son of Vackzv T Wisa from
Went oi A exarzion to Burops in Mew Yark they met Mr. Lowis Wisz, the descendant
ofthe late Artormm Witz Thev saw in him a very imtellizeat parsor who had 2lready besn
wogkitz a2 an ithestrator for the joumal “Evering Mews" for a long time, 20d who vas avary
pified designer.



Tt lors ago he peinted a very well dons porirzit of Presidant Roossvelt for the shove-
metioned periodical 2nd he zent itz print to the Wisa Chicago family. The mesting of the so-far
uraconairted female consine with their male consm was very happy and created pew friendships
among ther. Also their aumt, hirs. Bizrie Befrensova, who is livieg mot far anay from the
family of Louis Wiia i Mew Yok, is visiting them and iz keeping up the fiendly contacrs, R
Loviz WSz, we are told, i worthy of the rame of his unfarhate fther
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