AVENGED SEVENFOLD

after The Stage was dropped on the
world . it was revealed that it sold under
half of what Hadl To The King clocked upin
its First seven days on sale. Undeterred,
Shadows posted a lengthy blog mocking
the idea that * 76k records sold in the
first week by a heavy metal b

surprise release, with 2ero pr

and a 5'.||-:;||_-'.-ril,‘: A runmning i

8:30" could be deemed anything ot
than a success, More importantly, he
stressed once again that Avenged “did
this for our fans, we did this for our

uch measured analytics are for
anather time, though. Tonight,
its pandemanium on the
ground floor of Capitod Records, as
18 months of writing, recording,
planning and trolling finally
comes to fruition. Five hundred
fans sporting Avenged t-shirts
and Deathbat tattoos have been
gueuEing outside since lunchtime,
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Despite the news of the ;
leaking on the internet (T don’t give
a huck!” laughs Syn), there's still an
air of confusion and excitement
Lly going on. Could
everyone!
ven the band steam through
j set, including newie The

world. Immediately
after, the cosmic Deathbat from the
album cover appears on the giant
screen outside, with the words ‘on sale
now’, And just hike that, a merch tent
pens, and hordes of fans rush to pick
up their copies like black-shirted
locusts, before joiming the much-longer
queue to meet Shadows and co, who
stick around for over an hour to take
phatos with svenione Meamwhile, label
representatives start shout random
rnumbers, which we realse corr 1
to the band’s place on the iTunes album
chart. Mot that r'-.'.'l:l‘:-:;_l_'ll Cafe.,
“If it Fails, the music industryis failing
aryway,” says Shadows candidly, almost

Jh

“We’re an oddball... we live in our own
world and try to do things diffevently”

chuckling at the idea. “People have to
try new things to break that mould and
hopefully find a light at the end of the

nel, because going out there and
selling 40,000 records in your first
week, and then dropping down to 2,000,
and then 500 and no one cares, 15 just
as bad as putting out a record by trying
something fun ard cool that goes over
like a fart in the wind, ha ha ha! At least
we tried something new. No one wants
the dinosaur model because it just
doesn twork,”

Their plans for their upcoming tou
which hits the UK in January, sound
nothing short of epic. The band have
hired the production company behind
Cirgue Du Soleil, with Shadows
contemplating restructuning entire
venues to meet Avenged s brain-

h the old model
pmptiness of
space in front of them, Avenged
Sevenfold are standing proudly at the
edge of a new dawn, going boldy where
no bands have gone before.
¥e're an oddball,” he says. "Alot
of bands live, breathe and die the 2016
metal scene, but we just Iive in our own
world and try to do things different
than everyone else. [ don't ever feel
like we fit in, We're gaing to be whatever
we feel is right, and if it changes the
industry, then great.”

The stage is set. The possibilities are
limitless. What happens next is written
in the stars.




